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ME DI A R E L E A S E
September 26, 1986
UM'S ACTING PHARMACY DEAN FRANK PETTINATO:
RETURNING TO ACTIVE DUTY AFTER A RECORD-SHORT RETIREMENT
By Carol Susan Woodruff
UM News and Publications Office

University of Montana pharmacy Professor Frank Pettinato may
have had the shortest retirement in history.
On July 1, the Flathead Valley native retired from UM after
28 years on the pharmacy faculty.

By Sept. 1, he found himself

installed as acting dean of the UM School of Pharmacy and Allied
Sciences for 1986 — 87.

When a permanent replacement for

former pharmacy dean Phil Catalfomo is found, Pettinato will
retire -- again.
"I hadn't been retired long enough for my job as acting dean
to make a profound change in my day-to-day life," Pettinato says
good-naturedly.

"The more I thought about taking the job, the

more I thought it might be an interesting challenge for a year."
Sure, back in July he'd had visions of spending more time at
his cabin near Frenchtown, where he and his wife of 40 years,
Marjorie, keep four horses.

Doing more fishing, cross-country

skiing and packing into the Bob Marshall and other wilderness
areas sounded like a good idea.

And he'd looked forward to more

frequent trips to his old family home in Essex -- a house he and
more
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his siblings recently moved to several nearby lots to prevent its
being razed by the Burlington Northern Railroad.
But Pettinato, 65, says his sense of commitment to UM
persuaded him to take his new job and postpone some of his
retirement plans.
The major challenge he sees for the coming year is
shepherding the School through its accreditation review -- when a
five-member team will examine in detail the pharmacy and allied
health sciences program.
Another, more pleasant challenge will be teaching a course
on over-the-counter drugs this winter.
"I thoroughly enjoy teaching," he says.

"I enjoy the

subject matter and dealing with students, who are an active,
upbeat, vital group of people."
Pettinato grew up in Essex and Kalispell among another group
of active people.

He was one of eight children of Great Northern

Railroad worker Carmelo Pettinato and his wife, Rafaella.
After graduating in 1939 from Kalispell's Flathead County
High School, Pettinato still had given no thought to becoming a
pharmacist.
He spent several years as a supply sergeant and firefighter
in the Civilian Conservation Corps at Ninemile.

Paid $1 a day

plus food and shelter, he considered himself lucky to a have a
job in those harsh economic times.
When World War II erupted, the Army posted him to Tehran,
more

pharmacy.rl -- 3
Iran, where he was an administrator for three years.

"I didn't

have any expectations of going to college until the GI Bill came
along," he says.
One day, while reading an Army newspaper, he noticed an item
suggesting that veterans consider entering the pharmacy
profession.

Recalling how much he'd enjoyed visiting pharmacies

as a child, he decided to enroll in UM's pharmacy program.

He

was 25 years old.
Pettinato earned his bachelor's and master's degrees in
pharmacy at UM and his doctorate in pharmaceutical chemistry at
the University of Washington.

Before joining UM's faculty in

1958, he was a pharmacist for Tuchscherer Drug in Anaconda and
the Florence Hotel Pharmacy in Missoula.
He says UM's School of Pharmacy and Allied Health Sciences
has changed considerably over the years.

Enrollment in the

professional pharmacy curriculum has almost doubled since his
student days, he says, and a far higher percentage of women now
enroll in pharmacy.

He says at least 50 percent of UM's pharmacy

students are female, and he expects the number to rise to 60
percent in the next 10 years.
Pettinato adds that pharmacy itself has altered
significantly since he chose this profession.

"In my day, we

were told the pharmacist shouldn’t try to second-guess the
doctor," he says.

"This has changed 180 degrees.

patient is now one of our major purposes."
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According to his fellow pharmacy faculty members, being
recalled to active duty couldn't have happened to a nicer guy
than Pettinato.
"He's a really nice fellow to work with," says UM pharmacy
Professor Charles Eyer.

"The students like him.

One reason I

think he was chosen for acting dean is that h e ’s one of the most
popular and well-respected faculty members in the School."

###
Special
Pharmacy.rl

